NON-VIOLENT ARMY                                  35
not truly non-violent is never likely to yield any use whe-
ther it increases or decreases.
Let no one understand from the foregoing that a non-
violent army is open only to those who strictly enforce in
their lives all the implications of non-violence. It is open
to all those who accept the implications and make an ever-
increasing endeavour to observe them. There never will
be an army of perfectly non-violent people. It will be
formed of those who will honestly endeavour to observe
non-violence.
Harijan, 21-7-'40
A non-violent army acts unlike armed men, as well
in times of peace as of disturbances. They would be con-
stantly engaged in constructive activities that make riots
impossible. Theirs will be the duty of seeking occasions
for bringing warring communities together, carrying on
peace propaganda, engaging in activities that would
bring and keep them in touch with every single person,
male and female, adult and child, in their parish or divi-
sion. Such an army should be ready to cope with any
emergency, and in order to still the frenzy of mobs should
risk their lives in numbers sufficient for the purpose. A
^few hundred, maybe a few thousand, such spotless deaths
will once for all put an end to the riots. Surely a few
hundred young men and women giving themselves deli-
berately to mob fury will be any day a cheap and braver
method of dealing with such madness than the display
and use of the police and the military.
Harijan, 26-3-'38
Satyagraha brigades can be organized in every village
and in every block of buildings in the cities. Each bri-
gade should be composed of those persons who are well
known to the organizers. In this respect Satyagraha dif-
fers from armed defence. For the latter the State impresses